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In the first year the Small Blue arrived and colonised the site, despite the distance from their 
nearest known site. A Green Hairstreak was another unexpected early visitor, photographed 
egg-laying on Bird’s-foot Trefoil. Early on a few Chalkhill Blues arrived to exploit the 
abundant Horseshoe Vetch, as did the gorgeous Adonis Blue, which is also dependent on 
Horseshoe Vetch. Job done? Of course not. Butterfly Haven Mark Two in another part of 
the grounds is developing nicely.	  
 
Lack of space forces me to leave out a lot of photographs. 

• a picture-winged fly, Tephritis divisa, new to the UK in 2005.  
• red ants tending the slug-like green caterpillar of the Adonis Blue. 
• a caterpillar of the Toadflax Brocade, Calophasia lunula, a BAP species. 
• the Big Biodiversity Butterfly Count photo which included Mr Flower himself, David 

Bellamy, exuberantly hairy and enthusiastic;  
• a photograph of Dan Danahar with sheep and an article headed “Ewe’ve been 

framed” appeared in the Brighton & Hove Argus in April 2012;  
• national fame followed with an article in the Guardian, 16th May 2014 and a lovely 

picture of children pretending to be excited surrounded by lots of flowers.  
 

Twenty nine butterflies have now been recorded on the site. Below: the Small Blue, the 
Green Hairstreak and the eye-catching male Adonis Blue, living up to its Greek namesake.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dan Danahar and Mark Gapper holding  
20 kgs of Emorsgate seed mix for chalky 
soils. Cost £918. 
 
Seven years later, in 2014 Brighton & 
Hove won the prestigious Lepidopterist 
Conservation Award for the creation of 
15 butterfly havens in 7 years. In 2011 
Dan won the Stamford Raffles Award 
for contributions towards the advance-
ment of Biodiversity Education. In 2015 
he was nominated for the national 
People, Environment and 
Achievement Awards for Environ-
mental Education within the UNESCO 
designated Brighton & Lewes Downs 
Biosphere Reserve. 

 
In 2015 he was also elected by the Brighton & Hove Independent, from a population of nearly 
300,000, as one of 100 people who have played a significant role in shaping the cities of 
Brighton & Hove. Most recently, Dan was awarded one of Butterfly Conservation’s four 
Outstanding Volunteer Awards 2015, in recognition of a remarkable contribution to 
Lepidoptera Conservation.  
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Annual General Meeting. 7.15 for 7.30pm, Wednesday 6th April, 2016 
Our next AGM will be held in the Hall of the Fulbourn Centre,  

 Home End, Fulbourn, Cambridge CB21 5BS.  
All welcome. Members free. Non-members £3.   

Our speaker will be Professor Tim Sparks, a leading statistician from the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computing of the University of Coventry. After working in agricultural 
research, he moved to ecological research at the Monks Wood Research Station, until it  
closed in 2009. He is currently Visiting Professor at the Poznan University of Life Sciences 
and at the University of Liverpool, a visiting researcher at the Department of Zoology in 
Cambridge University and a Senior Fellow of the Hans Fischer association of outstanding 
international scientists who intend to explore innovative, high-risk topics in their scientific 
research areas. On his website Tim Sparks says: 
 

I have an unfortunate fascination with the detection and attribution of change, as I am 
interested in a wide range of topics, ranging from ancient woodlands to farmland biodiversity. 
In recent years my research has focused on the detection of climate impacts from long-term 
data. Much of this concerns the study of phenology, the timing of naturally recurring events   
as diverse as ice-melt, bear hibernation, bird migration, insect flight, plant flowering and lawn 
cutting. I hope to be able to better understand the consequences of future changed phenology 
on our wildlife, landscape and way of life. 
 

 
Do Look at the FRRFD Facebook  
For examples of climate change, do look at www.facebook.com/FRRFD, set up by 
Rosemarie Neusel, which shows everything still green and growing in November! There are 
lots of beautiful photographs, mostly taken by Rosemarie, including lovely views of the 
Roman Road from Wort’s Causeway all the way to Horseheath. There is a very beautiful 
recent shot of the line of beech trees just south of Copley Hill, in full autumn colour, and a 
remarkable photo of a hailstorm crossing the Roman Road at about the same place. A quiet 
walker, she has captured lizards basking in the sun, a hare nearby in a field, birds half 
hidden in the hedges or raptors overhead. There is also a delightful series of photos of a 
young fox out for a walk.  
 
Rosemarie specializes in photos of flowers, butterflies, and insects. She notices all sorts of 
flowers - from a mass of the chalk-loving form of Eyebright, flourishing on the east bank of 
the Fleam Dyke south of the A11, a the brilliant blue spike of Clustered Bellflower and even a 
flower of the rare Bastard Toadflax to a photo of an isolated Dandelion, surely one of the 
most beautiful of flowers in its infinitely varied forms.  
 
Nick Ballard has contributed many photographs of butterflies. David Hartill sent these photos 
of orchids in unexpected places.  
 
 

Pyramidal Orchids (left) are to be seen in 
good numbers on the south section of the 
Fleam Dyke, but this one was seen on the 
Roman Road between Worsted Lodge and 
the hill top with the big sycamore. Roger and 
Stella Wolf saw a group of 12 there in 2008, 
TL54023/51128. Bill Clark remembers there 
being a good colony somewhere there. (right) 
a Common Spotted Orchid seen on Fleam 
Dyke by David Hartill. Not previously 
recorded for the site. 
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More litter?  
Other photographs include Helvella crispa, the white saddle fungus, looking like a bit of 
crumpled paper, its stem hidden among the leaves. There are very few Fungi recorded for 
the Roman Road. Amanita solitaria, appears occasionally in the verge below Copley Hill. The 
only other records on our Roman Road plant list are Coprinus atramentarius, the common 
ink cap; Mycena galericulata and a Psathyrella. Facebook, trawling uninvited through my 
emails and yours picked up an exciting name. It asks if I know Amanita muscaria? Let me 
say at once that I do not recommend her as a friend. She is red, spotty, and poisonous. 
 
An Unwelcome Addition. A plant photographed on the southern section of the Fleam 
Dyke by both Rosemarie Neusel and David Hartill is Iberis amara, the wild candytuft. Since 
there are no records for this plant on Fleam Dyke, it cannot have emerged from seeds 
dormant in the soil. Just one or two plants might have arrived on the boots of a botanist who 
had been admiring them on another site, perhaps Pegsdon Hills, but there are numerous 
plants all over the site, and one can only conclude that this has been done deliberately. 
Introducing seed cannot be claimed as a contribution to conservation of this SSSI. I hope to 
include Monica Frisch’s article on the subject in our next newsletter.  
 
A Welcome but Unintentional Addition. Transfer by boot (mine) is the only explanation 
for an extremely hearty Perennial Flax which I found on the Roman Road verge just south of 
Copley Hill. It had six tall spikes, two with those unmistakable pale blue flowers. Five minutes 
further down I found a small clump of Marjoram in full flower. When I went back with a 
camera two weeks later they were both still there, no illusion, but someone had nicked the 
seed pods of the Flax! The Marjoram will have come from Magog Down, where it has spread 
widely, and the Flax from a private field nearby. Common Gromwell, a very invasive species, 
arrived in the same way from Mutlow Hill, but will not be staying! 
 
 
Developments at Wandlebury. 
About half the Friends of the RRFD are not on my email list, so I think you may want to have 
an update. Despite the very strong protests made at the Stapleford Hall meeting in January, 
and thereafter, Jon Gibbs, Nick and Claire Beale were finally sacked in April. Nick Beale and 
Claire Scott are now in demand as gardeners specializing in advice on nature conservation 
in domestic gardens. Jon Gibbs was immediately taken on by Magog Trust, where he is 
contracted to work 20 hours a week as a Ranger. We are most grateful to him for continuing 
to empty our dog bins. The loss to Wandlebury Nature Reserve is visible and considerable.  
 
Unbelievably, the Education Manager, Frances Cooper, continued to organize “Orienteering” 
for hundreds of primary school children. This involved running from visible point to visible 
point through long grass which was to be cut for hay, or areas where sheep would otherwise 
have been grazing. However, the sheep were taken away after a ewe was left with its foot 
trapped all night. It had to be put down and its lambs orphaned out. The flock belonged to 
Angelika von Heimandahl, the vet who keeps Red Polls on Stourbridge Common. Naturally, 
she removed them to safety and a basic method of management for the Wandlebury wild 
flower meadows (see Butterfly Haven) has been lost.  
 
“Orienteering” (no maps required) also continued through the woods all spring and summer, 
with clearance of scrub under the trees for this purpose. Children were also encouraged to 
light fires in the woods, and ‘build dens’, disturbing all the quiet invertebrate life on the 
woodland floor, and the shelter and peace which small mammals need. Needless to say 
most small birds have fled the reserve, and a list of breeding birds has been dramatically 
reduced. 
 
Under the Draft Plan for Cambridge PPF, eight new ‘wardens’ were recruited to replace our 
Rangers. They were not required to have certificates in any relevant qualification, even First 
Aid, and cannot be seen doing anything the Rangers used to do. Meanwhile the senior staff 
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continued to talk about plans for new buildings and promoting Wandlebury as a major Iron 
Age site and a public park with lots of fun for everyone etc. A big city manager, Len Croney 
from Pengelly Consultancy was paid £3,600  to report on the success of the Draft Plan, 
which had been kept secret until the summer. He was pleasant and appeared open-minded 
but his draft report was not objective. 
 
The AGM on 15th October 2015 was the most extraordinary and chaotic event imaginable. 
Robin Pellew listed all the planning enquiries he has taken part in, some successful, and 
reported on a series of long-overdue repairs and improvements. Donald Hearn, the 
Treasurer, presented accounts revealing an end of year result where a loss of £34,000 had 
jumped to £203,000: £160,000 was spent on overdue repairs, but £43,000 was blamed on 
the trouble caused by ‘a few protesters’. Plans were announced for further expenditure, 
not retrenchment. Despite very strong protests, the Accounts were approved by a small 
majority, many members abstaining. It was announced that Carolin Gohler, and Donald 
Hearn were retiring. Carolyn Gohler’s long farewell speech was full of inaccuracies and 
baseless assertions. Two other trustees, Matthew Bullock, and Natalie Yates have also 
resigned. ‘Time to move on, pressure of work’ etc. Robin Pellew said he would retire at next 
year’s AGM, when a new chairman had been agreed by the new Board. 
 
These vacancies have been filled by Sir John Sulston and Dr Ros Aveling. Sir John is the 
Nobel Prize winner, whose team at the Sanger Centre published the details of the human 
genome before Craig Venter could patent it for American business. Ros Aveling is Deputy 
CEO of Fauna and Flora International, and a name to conjure with in wildlife conservation.   
In addition, Trevor Mawbey, a respected local Accountant, has agreed to join the Board.  
 
Next, Len Croney attempted to report positively on the Draft Plan, but was silenced by a 
deluge of corrections from ‘The Protesters’ and others. Robin Pellew trying to explain things 
repeated the fiction that Jon Gibbs, Nick and Claire Beale had not kept records of flora and 
fauna. The opposite is true, as other people can prove. He also attempted to justify the 
dismissal of the Rangers saying that they were redundant to the new Draft Plan and had 
refused to obey orders. Douwe Korff, former Professor in International Law, instantly pointed 
out that this was an entirely new charge, which meant that their dismissal was illegal. After 
two hours, the meeting was finally closed by Robin Pellew before proceedings were 
completed. As far as I know this is the only published report of the AGM on 15th October 
2015. I shall be happy to publish corrections. 
 
Those of us who hope to see Cambridge PPF properly run once more, await developments. 
Over three hundred members have resigned and many legacies have been lost. Financial 
viability demands a return to a smaller, less expensive staff. Above all, Wandlebury and 
Coton Nature Reserves cannot be run without staff experienced in wildlife conservation.  
JN 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who paid their subscriptions this year, (payable on April 5th or 
thereabouts). It was agreed at the AGM that the subscription should go up to £15 so 
my particular thanks to all who have sent  £15 or a top up of £5, or increased their 
Standing Order.  
 
The extra £5 makes it possible for us to plan the extra work I described in the last newsletter. 
We are most grateful to the Cambridge Conservation Volunteers who have now replaced our 
Sunday work parties led for over ten years by Iain Webb. Iain and the Midweek Volunteers 
continue to maintain and improve the most important sections of chalk grassland. There is a 
remarkable piece of news to end with. The Friends have been asked to plan and supervise 
the management of the Roman Road from Worsted Lodge to the Hildersham Road. We hope 
to use the money available to best effect. 
 
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, Julia 
30a Hinton Avenue, CB1 7AS    01223 213152    frrfdjin@freebie.net   www.frrfd.org.uk 
 


