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Acer campestre Field Maple P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Acer plantanoides Norway Maple P JDS

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Achillea millefolium Yarrow P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Aegopodium 

podagraria

Ground Elder P JDS

Aesculus 

hippocastanum

Horse-chestnut P JDS

Aethusa cynapium Fool's Parsley P BSBI P JDS

Agrimonia eupatoria Common 

Agrimony

P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

A P JDS, 

DJB

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent P SL P JDS

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Allium paradoxum Few-flowered 

Garlic

P P DJB Several square metres at 595.482-3 

(section 8) in 2009 (DJB)

Alopecurus Black-grass P JDS

Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel P CFR P JDS

Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone P CFR E? Seen from the small copse opposite 

Borley Wood in 1883 and 1940 (CFR), 

but not found in 1990 (CFR). A few 

small vegetative plants suspected to be 

this species were noted at 604.480 

(section 8) on 5 Apr 2009 (DJB), but 

could not be refound on 19 Apr 2009 

despite a careful search, due to 

disturbance caused by the erection of 

fence-posts (DJB)

Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome P BSBI P JDS

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Anthyllis vulneraria Kidney Vetch P CFR, 

SL

P JDS, 

CFR

Arabidopsis thaliana Thale Cress P JDS

Arctium lappa Greater Burdock P JDS

Arctium minus Lesser Burdock P SL P JDS

Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved 

Sandwort

P SL P JDS

Armoracia rusticana Horseradish P JDS

Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Arum maculatum Lords and Ladies P BSBI P JDS

Asperula cynanchica Squinancy-wort P CFR E First and only record in 1939 (CFR)

Astragalus danicus Purple Milk-vetch P CFR, 

BSBI, 

NIC16

P R O P DJB First recorded by Dale in 1729, and then 

occasionally up to the present day; seen 

from sections 1a-c in 1972 (NIC16, 

p.10). In section 1c, last seen in 2002, 

about midway along the ±flat unwooded 

section NE of Wandlebury (501.539) 

(DJB). 

Atriplex patula Common Orache P CFR P JDS A variety determined as "var. linearis" 

was noted at Balsham in 1939 (CFR)

Atropa belladonna Deadly 

Nightshade

P CFR E Seen twice by the Victorian botanists 

(CFR)

Avena fatua Wild Oat P CFR P JDS

Avena sativa Oat P JDS

Avenula pratensis 

{Helictotrichon 

pratense}

Meadow Oat-

grass

P CFR, 

BSBI

? Last noted on the Road at "Fulbourne" in 

1996 (CFR)

Avenula pubescens 

{Helictotrichon 

pubescens}

Downy Oat-grass P CFR, 

BSBI

? Recently seen at 561.498 (section 5) in 

1982 (BSBI) and in 5-.5- (sections 1-4) 

in 1996 (BSBI)

Ballota nigra Black Horehound P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress P P JDS First and only record "near turning to 

Fulbourn" in 1940 (CFR)

Bellis perennis Daisy P JDS

Berberis vulgaris Barberry P CFR E? First and only record in 1955, of one 

large bush at 495.544 (section 1b) 

(CFR)

Beta vulgaris Beet P JDS

Betula pendula Silver Birch P SL P JDS

Borago officinalis Borage P P JDS

Brachypodium 

pinnatum

Tor-grass P CFR, 

SL

P JDS Noted as "locally abundant in Sections 3-

4 in 1998 (SL)

Compiled by David J. Barden
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Brachypodium 

sylvaticum

False Brome P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Brassica napus Rape P JDS

Briza media Quaking-grass P CFR, 

SL

P JDS

Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS Noted as "abundant" in Sections 1-2 and 

"abundant-locally dominant in Sections 

3-4 in 1998 (SL). A variant determined 

as "var. villosus" was noted in 1954 

(CFR)

Bromopsis ramosa Hairy Brome P BSBI P JDS

Bromus commutatus Meadow Brome P CFR P JDS

Bromus hordaceus Soft Brome P BSBI P P JDS

Bryonia dioica White Bryony P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed P JDS

Campanula rotundifolia Harebell P SL R R P JDS, 

DJB

Cannabis sativa Cannabis p CFR, 

BSBI

E? First and only record in 1997, at 584.487 

(section 6) (CFR)

Capsella bursa-

pastoris

Shepherd's-purse BSBI P JDS

Carduus crispus Welted Thistle P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Carduus nutans Nodding Thistle P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Carex caryophyllea Spring-sedge P CFR R P DJB Formerly abundant, at least in the area 

with C. ericetorum (section 1b) (CFR); 

seen in 1957 then not seen again until 

2009 in section 2c, where it was "fairly 

frequent" (DJB)

Carex divulsa Grey Sedge P JDS

Carex ericetorum Scarce Spring-

sedge

P CFR E Well-known by the Victorian botanists 

(1838-1895) from the sides of the road 

leading up to the NW end (section 1b) 

(CFR), but suffered from the removal of 

turf for gardens, and presumably also 

the scrubbing-up and plantation of the 

sides of the road. 

Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS Noted as "rare" in Sections 3-4 in 1998 

(SL)

Carex spicata Spiked Sedge R P DJB First and only record of 1 clump at 

530.517 in 2009 (DJB)

Carpinus betulus Hornbeam P CFR E? Seen at the N end in 1939 (CFR), and 

SE of Copley Hill in 1967 (a single 

coppiced shrub) (CFR)

Centaurea montana Perennial 

Cornflower

P P JDS

Centaurea nigra Black Knapweed P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Centaurea scabiosa Greater 

Knapweed

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Centaurea solstitalis Yellow Star-

Thistle

P CFR E Only seen in 1943 and in 1949 (CFR)

Cephalanthera 

damasonium

White Helleborine P CFR E? First and only record at 497.544 (section 

1b) in 1993 (CFR)

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-

ear

P JDS

Cerastium 

semidecandrum

Little Mouse-ear P CFR E First and only record in 1860 (CFR)

Chaerophyllum 

temulum

Rough Chervil P SL P JDS

Chamerion 

angustifolium

Rosebay 

Willowherb

P SL, 

BSBI

R P JDS, 

DJB

Noted as "rare" in Sections 3-4 in 1998 

(SL)

Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine P P JDS

Chenopodium album Fat-hen P BSBI P JDS

Cichorium intybus Chicory P CFR E Seen near Linton in 1939 (CFR), and 

near Horseheath in 1959 (CFR)

Cirsium acaule Ground Thistle P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS Noted to be unaffected by "the practice 

of carrying away the turf ... for use in 

Cambridge gardens" in 1877 (CFR). 

Noted as "rare" in Sections 1-2 in 1998 

(SL)

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Cirsium eriophorum Woolly Thistle P CFR E? First and only record at 599.483 (section 

8) in 1974 (CFR)

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

F P JDS, 

DJB

Clematis vitalba Traveller's-joy P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Clinopodium acinos Basil-thyme P CFR E Last record 1910 "near Balsham" (CFR)

Clinopodium 

ascendens

Common Calamint P CFR E Last record by the Victorian botanists 

(CFR)

Clinopodium vulgare Cushion Calamint P SL, 

BSBI

A P JDS, 

DJB

Conium maculatum Hemlock P JDS

Convolvulus arvensis Field-bindweed P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS
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Conyza canadensis Canadian 

Fleabane

P JDS

Conyza sumatrensis Guernsey 

Fleabane

R P JDS

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Coronopus squamatus Swine-Cress P JDS

Corylus avellana Hazel P CFR, 

SL

P JDS

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Crataegus laevigata x 

monogyna

A hybrid hawthorn P CFR P P JDS Seen at 504.536 (section 1c) in 1979 

(CFR)

Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-

beard

P SL P JDS Noted as "rare" in Sections 1-2 in 1998 

(SL)

Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-

beard

P BSBI P JDS

Cruciata laevipes Crosswort P P JDS, 

DJB

First noted as a 4m patch at ~579.488 

(section 6) in 2006 (DJB)

Cynoglossum officinale Houndstongue P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P P JDS

Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-

orchid

P CFR E Seen from the small copse opposite 

Borley Wood in the late 19th century 

(CFR)

Daucus carota Wild Carrot P CFR, 

SL

P JDS Seen at "W end" in 1939 (CFR)

Deschampsia 

cespitosa

Tufted Hair-grass P P JDS

Dipsacus fullonum Teasel P BSBI P JDS

Dipsacus pilosus Small Teasel P CFR E First and only record near Worsted 

Lodge in 1959 (CFR) 

Echium vulgare Viper's Bugloss R P JDS, 

DJB

Elymus caninus Bearded Couch P P JDS

Elytrigia repens Common Couch P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Epilobium hirstum Great Willow-herb P JDS

Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved 

Willowherb

P JDS

Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb P JDS

Eranthis hyemalis Winter Aconite P CFR E Seen in plantation on Gog Magog Hills 

in 1879 (CFR), then no records until 

2009, when it was noted at 604.480 

(section 8) (DJB)

Erophila verna Common Whitlow-

grass

P CFR E First and only record in 1861 (CFR)

Euonymus europaeus Spindle P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P O O R F F A O R F O R P JDS, 

DJB

Mostly apparently planted in section 2 

(DJB)

Euphorbia exigua Dwarf Spurge P BSBI P JDS

Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge P BSBI P JDS

Euphorbia lathyris Caper Spurge P JDS

Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge P JDS

Euphorbia x 

pseudovirgata

A hybrid spurge P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P P JDS Known from Section 2c since 1964, over 

a relatively limited stretch (CFR); this 

colony has recently been subject to 

eradication efforts. Another colony was 

noted "near Copley Hill" in 1958 (CFR), 

but this is apparently now gone. 

Euphrasia nemorosa Common 

Eyebright

E? Part of a difficult group; "Euphrasia 

micrantha" was seen in 1905-6 (CFR), 

but it is not clear how it would be 

correctly classified now

Euphrasia 

pseudokerneri

Chalk-hill 

Eyebright

P CFR E? Seen "above Hildersham" in 1945 

(CFR), and last seen in 1958 (CFR). 

See also notes for E. nemorosa

Fagus sylvatica Beech P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed P BSBI P JDS

Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue P CFR, 

BSBI

P JDS

Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue P JDS

Festuca ovina Sheep's Fescue P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

? Seen in 1997 from tetrad 54Z (CFR); 

noted as "locally frequent" in sections 1-

2 and 3-4 in 1998 (SL)

Festuca pratensis Meadow Fescue P CFR ? First and only record in 1938 (CFR)

Festuca rubra Red Fescue P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Ficaria verna 

{Ranunculus ficaria}

Celandine P JDS

Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort P CFR, 

BSBI

P P P JDS, 

DJB

Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry P CFR E? First and only record in "Wood by 

Roman Road" in 1939 [perhaps the 

plantation in section 1b] (CFR)

Fraxinus excelsior Ash P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS
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Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory P BSBI P JDS

Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop P JDS

Galium album {Galium 

mollugo}

Hedge Bedstraw P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Galium aparine Cleavers P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

R P JDS, 

DJB

Genista tinctoria Dyer's Greenweed P CFR E First and only record in 1885 (CFR)

Gentianella amarella Autum Gentian P CFR E Last seen in 1940 (CFR)

Geranium molle Soft Cranesbill P JDS

Geranium pratense Meadow 

Cranesbill

P CFR E Last seen 1946, from the section 

adjacent to the golf course (CFR)

Geranium pyrenacium Hedgerow 

Cranesbill

P CFR P JDS A pale-flowered form (f. pallida) was 

seen in 1904 (CFR)

Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert P BSBI P JDS

Geum urbanum Wood Avens P SL, 

BSBI

P P JDS, 

DJB

Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Hedera helix Ivy P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Helianthemum 

nummularium

Rock-rose P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS Seen at 495.544 (section 1a) in 1961 

(CFR). Abundant in places in Section 2a 

(DJB)

Helianthus tuberosus Jerusalem 

Artichoke

P CFR E First and only record in 1957, "past 

Babraham Road on way to Cambridge" 

(CFR). This indicates that it was in 

section 2 although the grid reference 

(53.50) suggests otherwise

Helminthotheca 

echioides {Picris 

echioides}

Bristly Ox-tongue P CFR P JDS

Heracleum 

sphondylium

Hogweed P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Hesperis matronalis Dame's Violet P CFR E First and only record in 1990, growing 

on dumped garden rubbish (CFR)

Hippocrepis comosa Horseshoe Vetch P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P CFR Seen "by golf course" in 1939 (CFR). 

Noted as "rare" in Sections 3-4 in 1998 

(SL)

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog P CFR, 

BSBI

P JDS

Hordelymus europaeus Wood Barley P SL ? First and only record from Sections 1-2 

in 1998, where it was "locally frequent" 

(SL)

Hordeum distichon Two-rowed Barley P JDS

Hordeum murinum Wall Barley P BSBI P JDS

Humulus lupulus Hop P JDS

Hyacinthoides 

hispanica x non-scripta

Hybrid Bluebell P CFR P JDS First seen in 1991, amongst a heap of 

rubbish (CFR)

Hyacinthoides non-

scripta

Bluebell P CFR, 

BSBI

R P LF P JDS First noted in sections 5 and 8 in 2009 

(DJB) and in section 6 in 1992 (CFR, 

entry for Primula elatior)

Hypericum hirstum Hairy St John's-

wort

R P JDS, 

DJB

Hypericum perforatum Perforate St 

John's-wort

P SL, 

BSBI

LA F F P JDS, 

DJB

Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St 

John's-wort

R P DJB First and only record at 624.476 in 2009 

(DJB)

Hypochaeris maculata Spotted Cat's-ear P CFR E First and only record in 1898 near 

Worsted Lodge (CFR)

Hypochaeris radicata Common Cat's-ear P SL P JDS

Ilex aquifolium Holly P JDS

Inula conyzae Ploughman's 

Spikenard

F P JDS, 

DJB

Iris foetidissima Stinking Iris P CFR P P JDS First seen in 1959, "one plant in Beech 

hedge bottom c. 150 yds beyond crest 

of hill" (CFR). A spreading patch in 

hedgerow at 570.494 (section 5) in 2007 

(JDS)

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush P BSBI ? First and only record from 5-.4- in 1992 

(BSBI). Probably still present

Juniperus communis Juniper P CFR E Last seen "near Hildersham" in 1860 

Kickxia elatine Sharp-leaved 

Fluellen

R P DJB By new fence at Gunner's Hall track 

junction in 2009 (DJB)

Knautia arvensis Field Scabious P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Koeleria macrantha Crested Hair-

grass

P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

? Noted as "occasional" in Sections 1-2 

and "locally frequent" in Sections 3-4 in 

1998 (SL)

Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce P JDS

Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce P JDS

Lamium album White Dead-nettle P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Lamium amplexicaule Henbit Dead-nettle P CFR E First and only record from the "N end" in 

1940 (CFR)

Lamium hybridum Cut-leaved Dead- P JDS

Lamium maculatum Spotted Dead-

nettle

P CFR E First and only record in 1975, at 496.544 

(CFR)

Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle P BSBI P JDS
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Lapsana communis Nipplewort P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Larix decidua Larch P? CFR E The 1939 record "Beech wood at N end 

of Via Devana" (CFR) may or may not 

have been the woodland in section 1b

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling P SL P JDS

Lemna minor Lesser Duckweed P P JDS In stream at Mark's Grave (JDS)

Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Leontodon saxatilis Lesser Hawkbit P JDS

Lepidium draba Hoary Cress P CFR, 

BSBI

P JDS

Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Linum catharticum Fairy Flax P CFR, 

SL

? Last noted in 1998, when it was noted 

as "rare" on Sections 1-2 and 3-4. Likely 

still to be present

Linum perenne ssp. 

anglicum

Blue Flax P CFR, 

SL, 

NIC16

E? Long-known from the road (especially 

the part adjacent to the golf course), but 

now probably extinct. Sections 1a and 

1b: Sometimes very abundant, as in 

1941 (CFR); noted from at least 

somewhere in sections 1a-c in 1972 

(NIC16, p. 10); but apparently gradually 

diminishing, and last noted in 1990 

(CFR). Noted to be unaffected by "the 

practice of carrying away the turf ... for 

use in Cambridge gardens" and "soon 

forming very fine plants on the bared 

places" in 1877 (CFR). Section 2b: Only 

seen here in 1975, at 518.526 (CFR), 

and in 1998, at 519.525 (SL). Section 

2c: Only seen here in 1974, at 523.523 

and 526.520 (CFR)

Linum usitatissimum Cultivated Flax P CFR, 

BSBI

E First and only record in 1997, at "West 

Wickham" (CFR)

Lithospermum 

officinale

Common 

Gromwell

P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-

grass

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Lolium multiflorum x 

perenne

A hybrid rye-grass P CFR, 

BSBI

? Seen at the junction with the Linton-

Balsham road (574.492) in 1990 and 

1994 (CFR)

Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle P BSBI P JDS

Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot Trefoil P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Lunaria annua Honesty P JDS

Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush R P DJB First and only record at 521.523 (section 

2c) in 2009 (DJB)

Lysimachia punctata Dotted Loosestrife P CFR E? First and only record in 1991, just E of 

the Hildersham-Balsham road (562.497) 

(CFR)

Mahonia aquifolium Mahonia P CFR P JDS

Malus pumila {Malus 

domestica}

Apple P CFR P JDS

Malus sylvestris sens. 

lat.

Crab Apple P CFR P P JDS, 

DJB

Noted on the Road at "Balsham" in 1939 

(CFR)

Malus sylvestris sens. 

str.

Crab Apple P BSBI P P P P DJB

Malva neglecta Dwarf Mallow P JDS

Malva sylvestris Common Mallow P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Marrumbium vulgare White Horehound P CFR E First and only record in 1860. Now 

extinct in the county

Matricaria discoidea Pineapple-weed P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Matricaria chamomilla 

{Matricaria recutita}

Scented Mayweed P JDS

Medicago arabica Spotted Medick P JDS

Medicago lupulina Black Medick P CFR, 

SL

P JDS

Melampyrum cristatum Crested Cow-

wheat

P CFR E Only seen in 1923, by Borley Wood 

(CFR) and in 1953, at the Balsham end 

(CFR)

Melilotus altissimus Tall Melilot P JDS

Melilotus officinalis Ribbed Melilot P CFR, 

SL

? Recorders may not have distinguished 

M. altissimus and M. officinalis sensu 

stricto

Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury P CFR, 

BSBI

P LA P JDS, 

DJB

Noted in section 6 in 1992 (CFR, entry 

for Primula elatior) and in section 8 in 

2009

Minuartia hybrida Fine-leaved 

Sandwort

P CFR E Only seen in 1885 and 1898 (CFR)

Muscari armeniacum Grape-hyacinth P CFR P P JDS Seen near golf course in 1987 (CFR)

Muscari neglectum Wild hyacinth P P JDS

Mycelis muralis Wall Lettuce P JDS
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Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-

not

P BSBI P JDS

Narcissus agg. Daffodil P JDS

Nasturtium officinale 

{Rorippa nasturtium-

aquaticum agg.}

Water Cress P P JDS Stream at Mark's Grave (JDS)

Neottia ovata {Listera 

ovata}

Twayblade P BSBI ? Seen in 5-.4- in 1992, but no further 

location details given (BSBI)

Nepeta cataria Cat-mint P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

R R P JDS, 

DJB

Odontites vernus Red Bartsia P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Onobrychis viciifolia Sainfoin P CFR, 

SL

P JDS Not clear whether these records refer 

the native or agricultural varieties, or 

both

Ononis repens Common 

Restharrow

P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Ononis spinosa Spiny Restharrow P CFR P P JDS

Orchis maculata Early Purple-

orchid

P CFR E First and only record from the "small 

copse adjoining the Roman Road" 

(section 6) in 1898 (CFR)

Origanum vulgare Wild Marjoram P CFR, 

BSBI

R A P JDS, 

DJB

Long known in section 7 ("Mark's Grave 

Marjoram Bank"), but 1 plant also found 

in section 6 in 2009 (DJB)

Orobanche elatior Tall Broomrape P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI, 

NIC16

R O O O R P JDS, 

DJB

Seen from sections 1a-c in 1972 

(NIC16, p. 10). Noted to be "rare" in 

Sections 3-4 in 1998 (SL)

Papaver dubium Long-headed 

Poppy

P SL P JDS

Papaver hybridum Rough Poppy P P JDS

Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy P BSBI P JDS

Paris quadrifolia Herb-Paris P CFR E First and only record from the "small 

copse adjoining the Roman Road" 

(section 6) in 1898 (CFR)

Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Pentaglottis 

sempervirens

Green Alkanet P BSBI ? First and only record in 1996, from 

sections 1-2 (BSBI). Probably still 

present

Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Phleum pratense Timothy P BSBI P JDS

Picris hieracioides Hawkweed Ox-

tongue

R P JDS

Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear P BSBI P JDS

Pimpinella saxifraga Lesser Burnet-

saxifrage

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine P CFR P P RRS

A

Long present as a small plantation at 

516.528 (junction of sections 2a and 

2b), where it was known as "Deal Pen" 

(RRSA, where comparative photos from 

ca. the 1940s and October 2003 can be 

seen). The older photograph appears in 

"Wild Flowers of Chalk and Limestone" 

by J.E. Lousley (second edn, 1969, 

plate 28)

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Plantago major Great Plantain P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Plantago media Hoary Plantain P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Poa angustifolia Narrow-leaved 

Meadow-grass

P JDS

Poa annua Annual Meadow-

grass

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Poa compressa Flattened Meadow-

grass

P JDS

Poa pratensis Common Meadow-

grass

P BSBI P JDS

Poa nemoralis Wood Meadow-

grass

P JDS

Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-

grass

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Polygala vulgaris Common Milkwort P CFR E First and only record made in the time of 

the Victorian botanists

Polygonum arenastrum Equal-leaved 

Knotgrass

P JDS

Polygonum aviculare 

agg.

Knotgrass P BSBI ? Last noted in 1997, in sections 7-9 

(BSBI), but very likely still present

Populus alba x tremula Grey Poplar P CFR E? First and only record made in 1939 

(CFR)

Populus tremula Aspen P CFR E? First and only record made in the time of 

the Victorian botanists (CFR)

Potentilla anserina Silverweed P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Potentilla x mixta A hybrid cinquefoil P P JDS
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Potentilla 

neumanniana

Spring Cinquefoil P CFR E Known to the Victorian botanists from 

the northern end (sections 1a and 1b), 

and then only in 1931 and 1965 (CFR); 

an excursion in 1972 (sections 1a-c) 

concluded that it had "finally 

disappeared" (NIC16, p. 10)

Potentilla reptans Creeping 

Cinquefoil

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Poterium sanguisorba 

ssp. sanguisorba 

{Sanguisorba minor 

ssp. minor}

Salad Burnet P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P R P JDS, 

DJB

1 plant seen at top of hill (section 4b) in 

2008 (DJB). Noted to be unaffected by 

"the practice of carrying away the turf ... 

for use in Cambridge gardens" in 1877 

(CFR)

Primula elatior Oxlip P CFR E First and only record in 1939, "near 

Borley Wood" (CFR)

Primula veris Cowslip P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

LF LF P JDS, 

DJB

Seen at 575.489-584.487 (section 6/7) 

in 1992 (CFR)

Primula veris x vulgaris A hybrid primula P CFR ? 6 plants seen in 1939 "S of Balsham" 

(section 6 or 7) in 1939 (CFR); one 

possible candidate between 575.489 

and 584.487 (section 6 or 7) in 1992 

(CFR)

Primula vulgaris Primrose P CFR, 

BSBI

LF P DJB Known from Section 6 since 1939 (CFR) 

- about 20 plants present in 2008 (DJB)

Prunella vulgaris Self-heal P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Prunus avium Wild Cherry P SL ? First and only record from 1998, when it 

was noted as being "rare" in Sections 1-

2 (SL). My knowledge of the site 

suggests this is probably a planting 

and/or or a case of mistaken identity 

(DJB)

Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum P JDS

Prunus domestica Wild Plum P JDS

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Pulsatilla vulgaris Pasqueflower P CFR E Known to the Victorian botanists (CFR); 

noted as being "very uncommon" in 

1939 (CFR); last seen in 1952 on the 

section adjacent to the golf course 

(CFR); the site was ploughed up in 1956 

(CFR)

Quercus ilex Evergreen Oak P JDS

Quercus robur Pendunculate Oak P SL P P JDS, 

DJB

Ranunculus auricomus Goldilocks 

Buttercup

P CFR E? Seen from the small copse opposite 

Borley Wood in 1932 and 1993 (CFR)

Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Ranunculus repens Creeping 

Buttercup

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Raphanus 

raphanistrum

Wild Radish P P JDS

Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

A P JDS, 

DJB

Rhinanthus minor Hayrattle P CFR, 

SL

P LA P JDS, 

DJB, 

NL3

Rosa arvensis Field Rose P P JDS

Rosa arvensis x canina A hybrid rose P CFR ? Seen in 1992 at 582.488 (section 6) 

(CFR)

Rosa canina agg. Dog Rose P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS Group Transitorae seen at 575.491 

(section 6) in 1992 (CFR)

Rosa canina x stylosa A hybrid rose P BSBI ? Seen at 579489 (section 6) in 1992

Rosa caesia x canina A hybrid rose P BSBI P JDS Seen at 579489 (section 6) in 1992

Rosa micrantha Small-leaved 

Sweet-briar

P CFR E First and only record in 1939 near 

Borley Wood (CFR)

Rosa obtusifolia Round-leaved Dog 

Rose

P? CFR ? Seen in the first part of the 20th century, 

although the description ("By Via 

Devana and Madingley Avenue, Girton") 

is possibly ambiguous (CFR)

Rosa rubiginosa Sweet-briar P CFR LA P JDS, 

DJB

Abundant at NW end of section 2c in 

2009 (DJB)

Rosa stylosa Short-styled Field 

Rose

P P P JDS

Rosa tomentosa Harsh Downy 

Rose

P CFR, 

BSBI

P P JDS, 

CFR

Rubus armeniacus A bramble P JDS

Rubus babingtonianus A bramble P CFR ? Last record opposite Borley Wood in 

1953 (CFR)

Rubus caesius Dewberry P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Rubus conjungens A bramble P CFR ? First and only record in 1950 (CFR)

Rubus dasyphyllus A bramble P CFR ? Near Balsham, first noted in 1854 (CFR)

Rubus fruitcosus agg. Bramble P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS
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Rubus halsteadensis A bramble P CFR ? Last record opposite Borley Wood in 

1955 (CFR)

Rubus radula A bramble P CFR ? First and only record in 1954 (CFR)

Rubus ulmifolius A bramble P P JDS

Rubus warrenii A bramble P CFR ? First and only record near Borley Wood 

in 1957 (CFR)

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel P BSBI P JDS

Rumex crispus Curled Dock P BSBI P JDS

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved 

Dock

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock P BSBI P JDS

Salix caprea Goat Willow P SL, 

BSBI

R P JDS, 

DJB

Sambucus nigra Elder P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P P JDS, 

DJB

Sanicula europaea Sanicle R P P JDS

Scabiosa columbaria Small Scabious P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Scorzoneroides 

autumnalis {Leontodon 

autumnalis}

Autumn Hawkbit P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort P SL P JDS

Senecio jacobea Ragwort P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Senecio vulgaris Common 

Groundsel

P BSBI P JDS

Setaria pumila Yellow Bristle-

grass

R P JDS

Sherardia arvensis Field Madder P CFR P JDS

Silene dioica Red Campion P? JDS [A rare plant in Cambs, and this end of 

the Roman Road seems an unlikely site 

for it, at least as a true native - perhaps 

mistaken for the hybrid with White 

Campion? DJB]

Silene dioica x latifolia A hybrid campion P P JDS A "good patch" in section 2c in 2001 

(CFR)

Silene latifolia White Campion P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Silene noctiflora Night-flowering 

Catchfly

R P JDS

Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion P SL, 

BSBI

? Noted as "rare" in Sections 1-2 and 

"occasional" in Section 3-4 in 1998 (SL)

Sinapsis arvensis Charlock P BSBI P JDS

Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Solanum dulcamara Woody 

Nightshade

P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade P JDS

Solanum physalifolium Green Nightshade P P JDS On earth bank erected to prevent 

access to the road from A11 (JDS)

Solidago canadensis Canadian 

Fleabane

P JDS

Sonchus arvensis Field Sowthistle P JDS

Sonchus asper Prickly Sowthistle R BSBI P JDS

Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sowthistle P JDS

Sorbus aria agg. Whitebeam P SL ? First and only record in 1998, when it 

was noted as being "rare" in Sections 1-

2 (SL). The species is an introduction in 

Cambs, and is almost certainly planted 

here (DJB)

Stachys arvensis Field Woundwort P CFR E? First and only record from tetrad 55K 

(section 4) in 1992 (CFR)

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort P JDS

Stellaria holostea Common 

Stitchwort

P BSBI O P JDS, 

DJB

Stellaria media Common P BSBI P JDS

Symphytum officinale x 

asperum

Russian Comfrey P P JDS

Tamus communis Black Bryony P SL P JDS

Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew P P JDS Probably introduced with garden rubbish 

(JDS)

Taraxacum 

brachyglossum

A dandelion P CFR ? First and only record at 495.544 (section 

1a) in 1967 (CFR)

Taraxacum officinale 

agg.

Dandelion P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Taraxacum 

tenebricans

A dandelion P CFR ? First and only record in 1967 (CFR)

Taxus baccata Yew P JDS

Thalictrum minus Lesser Meadow-

rue

R P JDS, 

DJB

First seen in 2007, in a spot at 564.496, 

where it is abundant for several metres 

(JDS)

Thesium humifusum Bastard-toadflax P CFR E First seen in 1882 (CFR); noted as 

'locally abundant' in 1953, in Section 1a 

(CFR). In 2010, it could not be found at 

the spot where it was noted in 1953; the 

turf there now seems rather unsuitable 

for it (DJB)

Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme P CFR P JDS, 

NL6

Seen near Copley Hill in 2002 (NL6)
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Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime P JDS

Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime P JDS

Tilia platyphyllos x 

cordata

Lime P JDS

Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-

parsley

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Torilis nodosa Knotted Hedge-

parsley

P CFR E First and only record in 1939 (CFR)

Tragopogon pratensis Goatsbeard P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS First and only record in 1932

Trifolium arvense Hare's-foot Trefoil P CFR E First and only record in 1939 (CFR)

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil P SL ? Noted as "rare" in Sections 3-4 in 1998 

(SL)

Trifolium fragiferum Strawberry Clover P P P JDS, 

BSBI

Seen at 583.487 (section 6) in 2003 

(BSBI)

Trifolium incarnatum Crimson Clover P CFR E First and only record in 1952, between 

Borley Wood and Mark's Grave (section 

7). Almost certain to be as a relic of 

cultivation

Trifolium ochroleucon Sulphur Clover P CFR E First and only record in 1943, near 

Worsted Lodge (CFR)

Trifolium pratense Red Clover P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Trifolium repens White Clover P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Tripleurospermum 

inodorum

Scentless 

Mayweed

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat P JDS

Tulipa gesneriana Tulip P CFR E First and only record from a rubbish 

dump at 494.545 (section 1a) in 1993 

(CFR)

Ulex europaeus Common Gorse P? NL5 E No certain records from the Road, but 

likely to have been present - J.M. Webb 

noted that, on a journey along the Road 

from Cambridge, "past Worsted Lodge 

… the blackthorn appears, the gorse 

has vanished" (NL5)

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm P JDS

Ulmus procera English Elm P JDS A record of "Ulmus sp." in 1998 (SL) 

could have referred to this taxon

Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm P JDS

Ulmus glabra x minor Huntingdon Elm P JDS A record of "Ulmus sp." in 1998 (SL) 

could have referred to this taxon

Urtica dioica Common Nettle P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Urtica urens Small Nettle P JDS

Valerianella locusta Common 

Cornsalad

P CFR, 

BSBI

? Seen in 1997 from tetrad 54Z (CFR)

Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein P SL P JDS

Verbascum virgatum Twiggy Mullein P P JDS

Veronica agrestis Green Field-

Speedwell

P P JDS On earth bank erected to prevent 

access to the road from A11 (JDS)

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime P P JDS In stream at Mark's Grave (JDS)

Veronica chamedrys Germander 

Speedwell

P SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Veronica hederifolia Ivy-leaved 

Speedwell

P JDS

Veronica persica Common Field-

Speedwell

P BSBI P JDS

Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree P BSBI R R P JDS One plant seen at 578.489 (section 6) in 

2008 (DJB)

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose P CFR O P JDS, 

DJB

Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch P SL, 

BSBI

F P JDS, 

DJB

Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare P SL ? Surprisingly, the first and only record is 

from 1998, when it was noted as "locally 

frequent" in Sections 3-4 (SL)

Vicia faba Broad Bean P JDS

Vinca major Greater Periwinkle P CFR, 

SL, 

BSBI

P JDS

Viola arvensis Field Pansy P BSBI P JDS

Viola hirta ssp. 

calcarea

Hairy Violet P CFR E Last seen in 1907, on the NW end of the 

road

Viola hirta ssp. hirta Hairy Violet P BSBI R LA F R P DJB

Viola hirta x odorata A hybrid violet P R P JDS, 

DJB

A 2m x 1m patch seen at 603.480 

(section 8) in 2009 (DJB). Also well-

known from Mile Road by Copley Hill 

(CFR and DJB), although this is just off 

the Roman Road itself

Viola odorata var. 

dumetorum

Sweet Violet P? CFR R R R O P DJB Noted in 1947 in two places in section 1, 

but these may not have been strictly on 

the Road. Also 2 patches noted in 

section 8 in 2009, reported as "var. 

imberbis" (DJB), but may be better 

described as beardless var. dumetorum
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Viola odorata var. 

odorata

Sweet Violet P SL, 

BSBI

O LF R F F R P DJB Noted as "rare" in Sections 3-4 in 1998 

(SL). Frequent on steep wooded part of 

section 1d in 2009 (DJB)

Viola odorata var. 

subcarnea

Sweet Violet R P JDS A single plant with bright-pink flowers 

~70m SE of the Copley Hill junction - 

but not typical var. subcarnea (JDS; 

DJB). Apparently gone by 2010 (DJB)

Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet F P JDS, 

DJB
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