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Our Tenth Anniversary!  
In April 2011, The Friends of the Roman Road and Fleam Dyke will be ten years old. This 
slightly surprising fact has been at the back of my mind for some time. More immediately important 
was the need for a good speaker for the 2011 AGM. Remembering the success of Dr Sam 
Newton’s talk about the Sutton Hoo Treasure and the Wuffing kings, it occurred to me that quite a 
lot of people might like to hear a talk on the remarkable hoard of Anglo-Saxon gold metal work 
which was found in Staffordshire in September 2009. Tim Malim, now working as a consultant 
archaeologist in the West Midlands, recommended Dr kevin Leahy, who is the National Finds 
Adviser for early mediaeval metalwork. Dr Leahy agreed to come and fit in with our AGM, but said, 
approximately, “Why don’t you hire a larger hall, charge £10 a ticket and make some money?” He 
has given quite a few such talks and reports that he is ‘playing to packed houses’! 
 
At this point it became clear to me that we would not be able to have the talk in the Six Bells and 
that I could not ask the national expert on the biggest ever find of Anglo-Saxon gold treasure to 
come all the way from Scunthorpe and give a talk as an add-on to our AGM. A much better idea 
would be to have a Tenth Anniversary celebration and fund raiser, with drinks and conversation, 
followed by this very interesting talk. We are grateful to the Perse Upper School which has agreed 
to let us have their Main Hall at a substantially reduced rate. And so we shall have: 
 
Time for a Celebration! 
14th April 2011,  
Drinks 7.00pm - 8.00pm, followed by 
The Staffordshire Treasure, 
an illustrated talk by Dr Kevin Leahy, National Finds 
Adviser on early mediaeval metalwork 
 
Perse Upper School, Main Hall, on site parking 
 
Tickets £10, or £5 for Friends of the Roman Road and Fleam Dyke  
from Elfrida Heath, 69 Humberstone Road, Cambridge, CB4 1JD    
01223  562360  email: elfrida.heath@ntlworld.com    
 
Stamped, addressed envelopes, please. 
This talk is expected to be extremely popular.  
It is essential to buy your tickets in advance.  
 
 
Photos courtesy of the Portable Antiquities Scheme   

        Above: hilt fitting, dagger hilt 
For more details, see page 3 



 2 
 
Plant notes 
by David Barden 
 

Bellflowers on the Fleam Dyke 
 
The members of the genus Campanula, which all have five-
lobed bell-shaped flowers, are well-known for their attractive 
blue or purple flowers – and as a result they are a common 
feature of gardens. There are three species native to 
Cambridgeshire, and all can be found on Fleam Dyke.  
 
Harebell (C. rotundifolia) is probably the most familiar of the 
three, with its pale purply-blue flowers nodding on the breeze from the late summer onwards, and 
often persisting well into October. Edward Step, in Wayside and Woodland Blossoms, ponders on 
the name: “…should it be spelled Hairbell or Harebell? – does its name refer to the slender hair-like 
stems, or to its habit of growing where hares delight to revel?”. No-one seems to be sure! When you 
first examine the plant, the Latin name rotundifolia might seem inappropriate, as the upper leaves 
are long and narrow, but it refers instead to the basal leaves, which are held on short stalks, and are 
quite round, as the name suggests. Harebells are perennial, and have a creeping rootstock, so can 
form quite substantial patches in the right conditions – namely dry, well-drained soils. It is common 
on the Fleam Dyke, even by the path towards the rather overgrown south-east end. It appeared in 
abundance following clearance of scrub from the Fulbourn end of the dyke in 2003, but has since 
diminished with the thickening-up of the vegetation.  
 
Clustered Bellflower (C. glomerata) is a downy plant typically 
about 20cm high, but varying greatly depending on the conditions. 
The leaves are quite thick and leathery, and are held very close to 
the main stem. The flowers are an attractive violet colour, and 
point upright rather like a gentian. It is a character-istic plant of the 
chalk, and was first recorded from “Balsham dyke” by Babington 
in the 1800s, while it was noted as abundant at the Fulbourn end 
in the 1940s. Following scrub clearance here in 2003, it did very 
well, and was especially fine when I saw it in late July 2005. It can 
be found all the way along the dyke, favouring the more open, 
sunny areas, but surprisingly it seems to be absent from the 
section between the A11 and Bedford Gap – has anyone found it 
here? Colour variation in native Bellflowers is unusual, so we are 
fortunate in having a white-flowered variety near the old railway. 

 
 
Nettle-leaved 
Bellflower  
(C. trachelium) is a tall plant, but nevertheless can be 
rather inconspicuous, due to its preference for shady 
tracksides and wood-edges amongst tall vegetation. It was 
originally known as Throatwort – John Gerard, writing in 
1597, said this was due to “…the virtue it hath against the 
pain and swelling thereof”. It is easy to distinguish from 
Clustered Bellflower, having larger stalked leaves. These 
leaves are toothed like those of nettles, but can be safely 
touched without fear of getting stung!  
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On the Fleam Dyke, it is scattered in the wooded areas south-east of Dungate Farm and near the 
Ambush, perhaps favouring the more clayey soils here. When not in flower, it is remarkably easy to 
walk straight past it, and this must have contributed to the fact that it was first noted on the dyke as 
late as 1981. Although it occasionally escapes from gardens, there is little doubt that it is native on 
the Fleam Dyke (it is abundant on the Devil’s Ditch near Woodditton, in a very similar habitat). I 
suspect that this end of the Fleam Dyke is just not visited that often, so my guess is that it simply 
wasn’t noticed, despite having always been there.  
 
You can actually see all three Bellflowers in the part of the dyke between Dungate Farm and the 
Ambush, which may be a good reason to set a date late next summer to venture out there and track 
them down! 
          Photos: David Barden 
 
The Staffordshire Treasure 
 
How the hoard was found 
The first pieces of the Staffordshire hoard were found in early July 2009 by Mr Terry Herbert while 
he was metal detecting in a field in southern Staffordshire. Mr Herbert reported the find to the 
Portable Antiquity Scheme's Finds Liaison Officer for Staffordshire and the West Midlands, based at 
Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery. Because the find was so important, English Heritage and 
Staffordshire County Council funded an archaeological excavation which was carried out between 
24thJuly and 21st August by Birmingham Archaeology. Following the excavation Mr Herbert found a 
few more pieces, but a final search of the site on the 14th-15th September by a specialist police 
remote sensing team found nothing else, so it is likely that the entire hoard has been recovered. 
 
What the hoard contains 
At least 1,500 artefacts and fragments were discovered. Most of the complete objects are made of 
gold - the hoard contains about 5 kilograms (11lbs) of gold; but there are also items of silver and 
copper alloy. The hoard is unusual because it seems to be largely made up of fittings that have 
been stripped from the hilts of swords and daggers (mostly pommel caps and hilt plates). No trace 
was found of any sword or dagger blades. In addition to the fittings, the hoard also contains parts of 
a helmet, and at least two Christian crosses. Many of the gold items are decorated with pieces of 
garnet. Others are covered in fine filigree work, or patterns made up of animals with interlaced 
bodies.  
 
Saved for the Nation 
The treasure was assessed by the Treasure Valuation Committee which recommended a value  of 
£3.285 million. A public appeal was launched led by The Art Fund to add to the £40,000 already 
raised through public donations. On 23 March 2010, The Art Fund announced that, with £1,285,000 
from the National Heritage Memorial Fund, the Staffordshire Hoard has now been safely secured for 
Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery and the Stoke Museums. However, a further £1.7 million is 
required to create long-term displays in Birmingham and Stoke-on-Trent and to fund the 
conservation and research needed to unlock the wealth of information the Hoard contains. 

This is a summary of the official website.  
So why was the Cumbrian Helmet lost? 
The law on Treasure Trove was simplified in l997, but it is still inadequate because it only covers 
finds with a large proportion of silver or gold. A single bronze object, no matter how astonishing, 
does not fall within the law, which is why the Crosby Garrett bronze helmet with its silver face could 
be sold to the highest bidder. The finder, now a millionaire, was not even legally obliged to report it 
to the Portable Antiquities Scheme, although to his credit, he did. Tullie House Museum, Carlisle 
raised £1,700,000 but was outbid by 3 bids of £100,000. One can only wonder at the staggering 
selfishness of a private buyer who feels nothing for the hundreds of Cumbrian people who gave 
£40,000 so quickly in order to launch the appeal. JN 
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How many species of Ant do we have on the Fleam Dyke? 
by Louise Bacon 
 
At the request of the Friends of Roman Road & Fleam Dyke, I carried out a survey of the ant 
species present on a section of Fleam Dyke, a Site of Special Scientific interest and linear chalk 
grassland feature in southern Cambridgeshire.  The objective was to provide a list and some 
context on the range of ant species found on the Dyke; ant diversity can be seen as a measure of 
the quality of grassland habitat. 
 
The earthwork has two sloping banks, one more-or-less south facing and one obviously more-or-
less north-facing.  The section on which the survey was carried out is the part north of the A11, 
north of Mutlow Hill and south of the railway line, where the Chalkhill Blue Butterflies occur in lower 
numbers than south of the A11 and where the chalk grassland is probably at its best on this part of 
the Dyke, with scrub and ruderal vegetation being least dominant here compared to many other 
sections.  The slopes mean that a range of micro-climates are to be found, and this should mean 
that the expected ant fauna will be most diverse. 
 
The survey was performed between 11.45 and 13.00 on 1st September 2010, in warm conditions.  
Ten ‘bait stations’ were prepared, comprising an inverted plastic pot in which a small amount of 
golden syrup had been spread.  These were placed at random along the dyke in the section 
described.  These stations are left in situ for about 30 minutes before the first check, and then a 
second check of all was carried out a further 30 minutes later.  In between, random sampling of 
anthills or soil was conducted, as some species do not come to syrup baits during the day, but 
remain active or in subterranean nests. 
 
Identifications were made by myself, from worker ants, based on keys and prior training provided by 
Brian Eversham (The Wildlife Trust bcnp) and Dr. Edmund Turner (University of Cambridge). 
 
In all, 7 species were recorded during the survey, which is a good tally for a single sampling session 
on a grassland site.  The status after the name is from Brian Eversham’s status list for 
Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire & Northamptonshire. 
 
Lasius flavus (ubiquitous) 
The common yellow meadow ant. This species is the builder of the large anthills seen in 
undisturbed grassland.  Very common on site, seems to be more apparent on the north-facing site - 
maybe the hills on this side are just larger.  This species is subterranean and is only found by direct 
searching of mounds, never coming to syrup baits. 
 
Lasius niger (ubiquitous) 
This is the ubiquitous black ant of gardens but equally at home on the chalk slopes of the Dyke.  
This species has been recently split in to niger and platythorax. However I do not have the skills to 
separate any potential specimens. 
 
Lasius alienus (occasional) 
Another species of small black ant. This is more of a chalk and heath specialist, preferring warmer 
sites than niger.  This species was less common than niger on this section of Dyke (compared with 
the Juniper section). It has been recorded as the host ant of Chalkhill Blue at Devil's Dyke in the 
county, so is a valuable ant on site. 
 
Myrmica ruginodis (ubiquitous) 
an ant preferring shadier sites but tolerating sunnier aspects. Very common on the Dyke. 
 
Myrmica scabrinodis (frequent) 
An ant preferring shadier sites but tolerating sunnier aspects. Very common on the Dyke. 
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Myrmica sabuleti (rare) 
Prefers sunny aspects, can be locally quite common - reasonably common on the Dyke. This ant is 
also likely to be a host for the Chalkhill Blue. 
 
Myrmica lobicornis (occasional) 
Probably rarer than sabuleti locally. This ant is not common and likes a site which gets hot. 
 
Conclusion 
A collection of species which show a site of chalk grassland with a mixture of micro-climates, 
holding good populations of common and less common ants.      September 2010 
 

 
The following article is, like many others in 
these newsletters, the result of a chance 
encounter: 
Me, on my way to buy meat and vegetables in 
Fulbourn High Street, infinitely nicer than walking 
miles round Tesco, and Bob Jarman on his bike en 
route to look for dotterels in the fields between 
Fulbourn and Balsham.  
 
Julia: “Dotterels? Really?” 
Bob: “Well, probably not. But there is no harm in 
looking, and it is the perfect morning for them to pay 
a visit to their old haunts.” 
 
It was also a beautiful morning for a cycle ride. 
 
 
Dotterel on the Cambridge Chalk 
by Bob Jarman     
       
         Dotterels by Graham Easy 
 
From the end of April into the first two weeks of May is the time to look for Dotterel on the chalk hill 
tops in South Cambs. Dotterel are unmistakable waders about the size of a Blackbird that stop off 
on their migration north to their breeding grounds in the alpine tundras of Scotland and Scandinavia. 
They can be seen running about in small flocks, or trips, of between 5 and 20 birds catching insects 
The largest trip for over a century was 30 seen near Foxton in 2004 (Anon 2004). They have a 
broad white eye-stripe contrasting with a dark crown and a rich chestnut breast and black belly. 
They are very tame and their English name suggests the bird is a little fool or dote! (Easy 1980). 
They show reverse sexual dimorphism: the females are brighter plumaged that the males and do 
most of the courtship, the males incubate the eggs and rear the young.  
 
Their appearance in spring on the Cambridgeshire chalk used to be very regular, and local farms 
were named after them – Dotterel Hall near Melbourn and another between Fulbourn and Balsham 
(Frost 1999). They were so regular and so tame that Shoots would bag large numbers and sell them 
on the London markets. They like bare hill tops or those crops sown in late spring to avoid frosts, 
such as peas, beans or spring linseed. Their appearance on the Cambridgeshire chalk lands is now 
much less predictable. They used to be regular on the Gogs, around Melbourn/Meldreth, Crishall 
and the Swaffhams. They are now much more likely to be seen in the fens, on fields sown late 
following sugar beet. However, any bare chalk hill fields are always worth watching in spring for 
these remarkable birds; any records should be sent to the Cambridgeshire Bird Recorder, Mark 
Hawke (07810 622756) 
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Anon (2004). Annual Report of the Cambridge Bird Club 2004. Cambridge Bird Club  
 
Easy (1980). The 1980 Spring Migration of Dotterel.  Annual Report of the Cambridge Bird Club 
1980. Cambridge Bird Club 
 
Frost, R. (1999). The Occurrence of Dotterel in the Old County of Huntingdon and Peterborough.  
Annual Report of the Cambridge Bird Club 2004 p 116-120. Cambridge Bird Club 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 
Friends Work Parties on Sunday mornings 
Sunday 21st November: Fleam Dyke, north end, meet at the end of Stonebridge Lane at 9.45am 
Sunday 16th January: Fleam Dyke, south of A11, meet at the end of Stonebridge Lane at 9.45am 
Sunday 20th February: Roman Road, Golf Course section meet at Wandlebury car park,9.45am 
Sunday 6th March: Fleam Dyke, south of A11, meet at the end of Stonebridge Lane at 9.45am 
 
The Mid-Week Conservation Volunteers will be working on the Fleam Dyke and the Roman 
Road this winter, as well as on other areas managed by the Green Belt Project.  Good exercise in 
the fresh air/rain, and pleasant company over a picnic lunch.  
Please ring 01954 713500  if you intend to come,  in order to check the meeting place.  
 
Fulbourn Nature Reserve: 5th Dec., 2nd Jan., 6th Feb., 6th March. Please phone or email 
the Voluntary Warden, Nigel Copeman, in advance. ncopeman172@btinternet.com or phone 01223 
882802 
 
Wednesday, March 9th 2011 
The Annual General Meeting  
7.30 – 10.00pm 
at The Six Bells Public House, High Street, Fulbourn 
Speaker to be announced.  
All welcome.  Members free.  Non-members £3 
 
Thursday 14th April, 2011 
Tenth Anniversary Celebration 
7.00 – 10.00pm  drinks followed by Dr Kevin Leahy,  
 
Illustrated talk on The Staffordshire Treasure 
in the Main Hall, Perse Upper School, Hills Road, parking on site 
 
All welcome. Members £5. Non-members £10 
 
Tickets from Elfrida Heath, 69 Humberstone Road, CB4 1JD. s.a.e, please 
tel:01223 562360    email: elfrida.heath@ntlworld.com 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………......... 
Julia Napier, Secretary, 
Friends of the Roman Road and Fleam Dyke    www/frrfd.org.uk 
30a Hinton Avenue 
Cambridge, CB1 7AS  
tel: 01223 213152    email: frrfdjin@freebie.net 
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Horseshoe Vetch on the 
Fleam Dyke, south of A11 
There was very little rain in 
May, and everything was 
bone dry, with relatively few 
flowers in bloom; but on 
28th to 29th May there was 
12mm of rain in Cambridge. 
I was due to do a butterfly 
transect walk, so I took my 
camera, in case.  
 
The Horseshoe Vetch had 
rushed into flower, making 
pools of gold all along the 
dyke. One patch near the 
Juniper was covered with 
red-tailed bumble-bee 
workers competing for 
nectar. 2nd June 2010 

 
But why were there still so few Chalkhill Blues? 
After the first two males were seen by Stella and Roger Wolfe in August 2005, Chalkhill Blues have 
been recorded every year, but only in small numbers. Last winter, several butterfly recorders met to 
see if we could work out more scientifically why the numbers have remained so low, Sharon Hearle, 
Butterfly Conservation Officer for the Eastern Counties could not come, but sent valuable 
comments. Others present were John Dawson, who did so much to revive the CHB population on 
the Devil’s Dyke, Ed Turner formerly the Wildlife Trust’s butterfly expert, Vince Lea, Conservation 
Officer for Butterfly Conservation in Cambs., Roger Lemon, who runs our Transect Recording 
System and me. The group agreed on a simple system for a Comparative Site Survey of the best 
CHB areas of the Fleam Dyke and the Devil’s Dyke: key factors to consider were aspect, slope, 
shelter, sward height, presence of nectar sources. Roger and Vince took charge of the actual work, 
which could be done after a transect recording visit. Roger produced a neat table of the results. 
 
However, the butterflies had a better plan!  
Chalkhill Blues were seen on the Fleam Dyke from July to September 
2010 with 30 plus adults, mostly males seen for three weeks running. 
Experts say that if there are 30 plus males, then there are likely to be 
70 males and females. Professor Jeremy Thomas of Oxford University 
suggests that the total adult population for the whole generation may be 
approximately 3 times the population at the peak of their flight period  
Several CHBs, male and female were also seen just north of Mutlow 
Hill, where Horseshoe Vetch grows in abundance. 
 

Roman Road work party, south of Worsted Lodge 17th October. 
(Just room for a very small, very fuzzy photo. Sorry about that!) 
Iain had been out mowing for over an hour before we arrived, so we 
were able to start raking up at once. The work done in 2008 and 2009 
paid off, and we finished before mid-day. A third was left as shelter for 
some of the many invertebrates that hibernate in flowery grassland. 
Thanks to Mike Albutt, David Barden, David Seilly, and, of course, Iain 
Webb.  
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Apple Tree on the Roman Road 
near Worsted Lodge, August 2010 
by David Barden 
Scattered along the Roman Road and 
the Fleam Dyke are a variety of apple 
trees, all slightly different - many are 
souvenirs of apple cores chucked into 
the hedge several decades ago. They 
are reminders too of the fact that 
apple pips do not breed true - apple 
trees derived from throw-outs often 
have fruits that are a bit on the small 
side, and they're usually not 
particularly well-flavoured either. 
 
The Fleam Dyke has eight good-sized 
apple trees scattered along its length. 
Six of these (one at the Fulbourn end, 
two on the A11-Bedford Gap section, and three southwest of Dungate Farm) are fairly clearly the 
Cultivated Apple (Malus domestica), having hairy undersides to the leaves and sepals. Of the other 
two, the more north-westerly of the pair near the Bedford Gap is a pretty reasonable Crab Apple 
(Malus sylvestris), having hairless undersides to the leaves and sepals, and being more ‘twiggy’ in 
general appearance, with small sour fruit. However, a large old tree north-west of the Ambush is 
more tricky to identify, as it has sparsely hairy leaves, but no flowers or fruits, at least this year. 
 
The apples on the Roman Road need some investigation, but there was a good crop of delicious 
apples on the Malus domestica by the golf-course section a couple of years ago, which provided 
some well-needed refreshment after a work-party! The tree near Worsted Lodge (pictured) must 
also be Malus domestica, to judge from its reddish fruits. I've also seen several trees of Malus 
sylvestris on the section adjacent to Borley Wood, and between the Linton-Balsham and 
Hildersham-Balsham roads. 
 

In early August, I met Jo Sinclair 
walking her dog on the Roman Road 
near Hildersham.  She said that there 
were sheets of Harebells in Hildersham 
Churchyard. There were indeed. The 
turf of the churchyard was scattered 
with single flowering stems, while on 
the shady north side there were little 
pools and clumps of blue. The 
prolonged drought had set back the 
grass, and when the rain came, the 
plants flowered freely without 
competition. I have never seen so many 
in one place. Many thanks for the 
information, and for the photo. 
 
 
With best wishes to all, 

 Julia Napier.  November 2010 


